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SAO PAULO PASS TO AMBASSADOR BUNKER FROM BELL 

1. AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ-REVILLA DELIVERED THE EVENING OF 
DECEMBER 3 A WRITTEN COUNTER-PROPOSAL FOR THE U.S. VERSION OE 
THE EIGHT PRINCIPLES. EACH OF US HAVING NO AUTHORIZATION FROM 
HIS PRINCIPAL TO NEGOTIATE ON THE LANGUAGE BUT AUTHORIZATION TO 
CLARIFY WHAT MIGHT BE MEANT BY IT, WE WENT OVER THE WORDS FOR 
SEVERAL HOURS. 

2. 1 BELIEVE YOU WILL REGARD THE PANAMANIAN VERSION AS TENDING 
TO CONFIRM THE FLEXIBILITY AND DESIRE EOR ACCOMMODATION WHICH 
YOUR SOJOURN HERE SEEMED TO ELICIT. THEY SAY NOW, EOR EXAMPLE, 

THAT WE MAY HAVE "RIGHTS" - THAT IS, IN EFEECT, JURISDICTIONAL 
RIGHTS - FOR OPERATING AND DEFENDING THE CANAL. GONZALEZ- 
REVILLA CHARACTERIZES THAT AS A MAJOR CONCESSION AND I WOULD BE 
INCLINED TO AGREE. FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE, THEY NO LONGER SAY THAT 
WE MAY RETAIN ONLY THOSE PROPERTIES "PROVED" (BY THEM) TO BE 
ESSENTIAL TO OUR OPERATION AND DEEENSE OF THE WATERWAY. AND THEIR 
LANGUAGE ON CANAL DEEENSE AND ADMINISTRATION, THOUGH NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY, APPEARS TO BE REASONABLY BLAND AND, 

1 GATHER, NEGOTIABLE. FINALLY, THEIR VERSION OE PRINCIPLE 8, 

WHICH AS YOU RECALL IS THE MOST DIFFICULT FOR THEM, DOES NOT 
SEEM TO BE OUT OF THE BALLPARK - IT IS A ONE-SENTENCE 
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STATEMENT SIMILAR IN SOME RESPECTS TO THAT WHICH YOU 
OFFERED AS A SUBSTITUTE. 

3. AS YOU HAD INSTRUCTED I WILL TAKE THE NEW PANAMANIAN VERSION 
TO WASHINGTON, HAVE IT PROPERLY TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, AND 
DELIVER IT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY AND TO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARIES HILL AND KUBISCH FOR THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS TO YOU. 

4. GONZALEZ-REVILLA SUGGESTED, SPEAKING HE SAID FOR THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER, THAT IF THERE IS SOME SERIOUS BUT "INFORMAL" 
TALKING TO DO ON THESE PRINCIPLES, I SHOULD VISIT PANAMA AGAIN 
SHORTLY. THEY DO NOT WISH TO "DISCOMMODE" YOU AGAIN FOR, AS 
HE PUT IT, "MINOR ADJUSTMENTS OF LANGUAGE." THEY WANT YOU TO 
COME FOR THE "FINAL TOUCH" - AND SOME HEARTENING WORDS ON THE 
POSSIBILITIIES FOR A UNILATERAL GESTURE. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO CONVEY 
TO YOU NOT ONLY THE "DEEP RESPECT" BUT ALSO THE "FEELINGS 
OF FRIENDSHIP" OF HIS "SUPERIOR." HE MEANT, OF COURSE, 

TORRIJOS. 

SAYRE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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